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Ermons have their Dooms, partly 
" aotardinews the capacities, part- 
ly according to the affettions of 
the hearers. Some laid of our 
Saviour»-He is a good man. Others, Nay, 
but he deceiveth the people. The bitter 
health which my Maſter began , is now come 
tome (the loweſt at his Table) to pledge. 7 
am therefore enforced to print my poor pains, 
wr to get applauſe , but to aſſert my Inno- 
|cencie ; and yet indeed he gaineth, that can 
lave in this age. Read with Judgement,cen- 
ſure with charity. As for thoſe who have un- 
mercifully od Nepean, my revenge is 
in deſiring that they 


A y be forgiven, I count 
thtr words ſpoken in pasſion, and (accord- 
ing t0 a Doctrine in this Sermon delivered) 
ſich ſpeeches mnſt be favonrably interpreted. 
Mean time, let me ſaywithSamu x r,God 
orbid that I ſhould fin againſt the Lord in 
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- 
eee een ds le re, ee - . - 


9M 
_— - 
i 


: To the Reader, 
ceaſing to pray ( ſuch an omisſion-of Piey, 


were 4 commis/i0n of Prophaneneſs) for t 
bleſſed and happy agreement of the King and. 
Parliament, and deſire thee to joyn with me, 


whoſoever ſhall read this weak work of 


Thinein Chriſt Jeſus, | | 
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2 SAM. 19. 30. | 


Tea, Let him take all, foraſmuch as my Lord 
the King is come again in peace unto his 
own Houſe. | 


Fall is as natural for malicious 
men to backbite ,, as for Dogs 
5 to bite,or Serpents to ſting; ſee 
this in Z:iba, who raiſed a falſe 


report on his Maſter Mephiboſheth, and ac- 
N eaſed him to David (when he departed 
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Fabe Artof flandering', to charge 
home, and draw his Arrow to the head; tor 
in hainous accuſations, when the wound is 
curgd , the very fcarre will kill, and though 
the innocence of the party..acculed may 


chance tg Fleas the gain debt , yer che ar- 


$ Zibs Ry- 


rerapes of the ſuſpition Will be enaugh to | 


undo him: But I wonder not at Ziba's ac- 
culing Mephiboſheth, 'Twonder at Davids 
believing Ziba, at the firſt information, of 
a ſingle witneſs , and harra fervant againſt 
his Maſter, withour further proof, as hear- 
ing both parties, to proceed to cenſure and 
fine Mephibojheth with the loſs of bis lands, 
was @-piece of unjuſt Juſtice, wherein Da- 
vid cannot be excuſed, much leſs defended. 
All that can be ſaid for him is this,thar not 
David, but Davids diſtraftions paſled this 
{entence,  {o that being in fear and fright, 
and flight ,- it can ſcarce be accounted his 
deliberate Ac: once he ſaid in his haſte all 
men are liars, and now being on the ſpur in 
his ſpeed, he believes Mephiboſheth was a 
I raitor. 

2, But 


his Majeſties I844gur ation. 3. 


:2+1\Byy it. pleaſed Gods providence that 
ia this Chapter the tide, was turned , and 
David q eturged to. Feruſalem where Mephi- 
boſbeth meeting him,was admitted to ſpeak 
in is. own behalf, and makes a plain and 
ithy Narration of the matter. - Innocence 
bath ſo clear a complexion, that ſhe needs 
no painting, ,and a good cauſe conſiſting in 
matrexof. tact, when it is plainly told, is 


(officiently. pleaded. . He ſhews how that 


violenta dczentio withheld him from at- 
tending on. David , being no lack of his 
loyalty- , but the lameneſs of his. Legs, 
which might and.ſhould have been helpr, 
had not.Z:ba hindred it on purpoſe, in re- 
fuling,to ſadgle his Aſs: And thus having 
wrone'd his Maſter at home, he then tra- 
duced him abroad, transferring his own 
guile, to make it. become the others guilti- 
neſs. Soon did David. perceive his errour, 
and to make amends did order, That the 
lands ſhould be held in Copartnerſhip be- 
twixtthem ; Mephiboſbeth have one moye- 
ty, and Zibathe other ; Why [peakeſt thou 
any more of thy matters * I have ſaid it, 
Thou and Liba divide the lands. 
| 3. This 


# 
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3- This did not ſatisfie Mephiboſheth, 


not becauſe it was too little, but becabſe it) | 


was too much : He now needs nothing, ſet- 
ing his Soyercign is retutned in ſafety : and 


therefore deſires that Zibs may hay&all! | 


according to Davids former appointmept; 


Tea , let him take all. This he did partly | 


perchance to aſſert the honour of Divid. 
It ſhould never be ſaid , that David Taid 
any thing,and it was not done; what grants 
he made , Mephiboſheth would make good; 
though with the loſs of his lands; 'Tt bears' 
no proportion to the greatneſs of Princes, 


nor ſtands with the ſtarelineſs of States, to 


ſay and unſay, do and undo, order and diſ- 
order again , whoſe firſt reſolutions are 
preſumed to be grounded on fo good rea- 
ſon, they ſhall need no revocation. But 
chiefly he did it to ſhew the Hyperbole of 
his happineſs, & Tranſcendency of his joy, 
conceived at Davids ſafe return; joy which 
ſwel'd up him in full meaſure,preſſed down, 
aken together, and running over. Yet leſt 
che leaſt drop of ſo precious a liquor as this 
was (being the ſpirits of loyalty diſtill'd) 
ſhould be ſpilt on the ground, let us gather 
| | = 
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izup with our beſt attention,and pour ic in our 


hearts to pratiſe it , as it lows from the Text; 


Tea, let hims take all, &c. 
4+ Thewords contain a large Grant,and a 


juſt conſideration moving thereunto; The large 


Grant, let him take all : wherein obſerve the 


 Granter, Mephiboſheth : The Grantee , Ziba - 


and the thing Granted, All. (z. e.) houſe,and 
lands, and rents,and profits, and emoluments, 
and obyentions , and hereditaments, with the 
appendants and the appurtenances thereunto 
belonging. What the-warineſs of modern men 
deviſeth in many words, and all twiſted toge- 
ther (few enough to hold in this litigious age, 
wherein a fpan of land cannot be conveyed in 
leſs than a ſpan of Parchment,; ſee all theſe 


words ſumm'd up in this one word All in my 
Text, let him take all. Secondly , Here is the 


conſideration of the Granter, which conſiſterh 


not in any money paid,or ſervice pertorm'd by 
the Grantee , bur onely in reſpect of a general 
200d, which God had beſtowed on David, and 
in him on all 7ſrael, Foraſmuch as my Lord the 
King is come in Peace to his own Houſe. 

5. In proſecuting which parts, I could de- 
fire that my diſcourſe might have been open 
and champion to proceed in an even and conti- 
nued ſtile , but my Text is incumbred with fo 
many 


6 | A Sermon preached 03 ©. :- 
many difficulties , that my Sermon muſt riſe 


and fall into. hills and dales of ObjeRions and 


Anſwers, which Anſwers, as ſo many fruitful! 
vallics; ſhall afford us plentifull ſtore of profi- 
table obſ{Eryations. : be; 

6. objed. The firſt hill which we are to 


climb is an Objection, if not within the- Walls; 


yet ſurely in the Suburbs of my Text. Way 
(may ſome. ſay): me thinks David doth Mephi- 
boſheth juſtice but by half ; For when his Inno- 
cence fo plainly appeared, the ſlanderer ſhould 
have been.ſoundly puniſhed: Thou and Ziba di- 
vide the land : He ſhould rather haye divided 
Ziba's head from his ſhoulders; Or of all. the 
land, leave him onely-one Tree, whereon he 
ſhould be juſtly executed, as a land-mark to 
forewarn all deceirtull ſervants how they tread 
on ſo unwarrantable wayes.  What:hope was 
there he would hereafter prove faithfull to his 
Prince, that was falſe to his Maſter 2 Yea, this 
was contrary to the fundamental Laws of Da- 
vids family , Pſal. 101.5. Who ſo privily ſlan- 
aereth his nezghbour,him will 1 cut off : Where- 
as Ziba here was (o far from being cut off, that 
he was both freely forgiven,and fairly reward- 
ed, for the malicious diſſervice he had done his 

Maſter. 
7. Reſp. I anſwer , we muſt conſider that 
Ziba 
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Ziba was.a conſiderable man in. his tribe. of 
Benjamin, and probably might make a great 
mpreſfion.on the people : Beſides, great was 
his experience, being an old: Courtier of Sauls, 
greater the alliance ro him, and dependance on 
tum, having fifteen Sons and twenty ſervants; 
(All now officiouſly:attending on King David 
at his return, as it is in the ſeventeenth verſe of 
this Chapter. Greateſt of all was his will and 
Skill ro do miſchief, and therefore no wonder if 
David: was unwilling to offend him. Secondly, 
conſider David was at this time in the Non- 
eze,-(not to ſay Infancy) of his new-recover- 
ed Kingdom. Wary -Phyſicians will not give 


| Rrong: Purges to little Children ; 'and David 


thought it no wiſdom at this time , on theſe 
Terms,as matters ſtood with him, to be ſevere 
in his proceedings : but: rather by all indeer- 
ments. to tie-and oblige the affections of his 
pcople the faſter unto him. We may ſee this 
in the matter of Shizze;, which immediately 
concerned David himſelf: Yea when by Abiſhaz 
he was urged and preft to puniſh him, Shall nor 
Shimei be put to death for this, becauſe he hath 
curſed the Lords annointed © Yet Davids policy 
was ſo far above his revenge, that he not onely 
flatly rejeted the motion, bur alſo ſharply re- 
proved the mover, What have 7 to do with you 


ye 
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qe Sons of Terviah, that ye ſhould this day be ad- 
werſaries unto me? ſhall there any man be put to 
death this day in Tracl 2 for I do not know that 
F am this day King ower Trae] ? He would not 
have the Conduits run bloud on the day of his 
new Coronation, nor would he have the firſt 
page in the ſecond Edition of his Sovereignty 
written in red letters, but rather ſought (by all 
ats of grace) to gain the good will of his Sub- 
jects. Hence we obſerve, 
| 8. Magiſtrates ſometimes are fain to permit 
what they cannot conveniently puniſh for the 
preſent. Thus ſometimes Chirurgions leave 
their Ulcers unlaunch't,cither becauſe they are 
not ripe, or becauſe perchance they have not 
all their neceſſary inſtruments about them. And 
indecd, if Statiſts perceive, that from the pre- 
ſent removing of an inconvenience , a greater 
miſchief will inevitably follow,'twere madneſs 
to undo a ſtate for the preſent, for fear it will 
beundone hereafter. Perchance the wiſdom of 
our Parhament may ſuffer in the cenſures of 
ſuch, who fathom myſteries of ſtare by their 
own ſhallow capacities, for ſeeming to ſuffer 
Sectaries and Schifmaticks to ſhare and divide 
in Gods ſervice with the Mephiboſheths , the 
quiet and peaceable Children of our Church : 
And indeed ſuch Sc&aries take a great _ to 
them- 


o _— 
. 


themſelves, having taken away all the Com- 
mon Prayer out of moſt places,and under pre-' 
tence to aboliſh ſuperſtition , have almoſt ba- 
niſh't decency out of Gods Church : Bur no 
doubt the Sages of onr State want not will, bur 
wait a time when with more conveniency, and 
leſs diſturbance (though ſlowly, ſurely) they 
will reſtrain ſuch curbulent ſpirits with David 
in my Text, who was rather contented, than 
well pleaſed, to paſs by Ziba for the preſent. 
9. Objed, Yea, but (may ſome ſay) this 
ſpeech of Mephiboſheth. cannot be allowed ci- 
ther in piety, or policy : For if he ſpake true, 
then he was a fool, and if he ſpake falſe,then he 
was a flatterer. If he ſpake true, then he was a 
fool; for what wiſe man would at once' give 
away all that he hath © Charity may impart 
her branches, but ſhe muſt nor part with her 
root : The wiſdom of our grand Charter hath 
royvided, That no offender (though for an 
Fees fault) ſhould be ſo heavily amerced, 
but alwayes ſalvo ſuo ſibi contenemento; What 
favour is afforded to malefators,charity ſurc- 
ly ſhould give to it ſelf, as nor thereby ro pre- 
judice and impair her own livelyhood. Icom- 
mend the well bounded and well grounded 
bounty 6f Zachens, Luke 19.8. Behold, Lord, 


half of my goods I give to the poor + But with 
Me- 
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 Mephiboſheth to give all his goods,and that not 
to the poor, but to a couzening cheating ſer- 
vant, was an ation of madneſs. How would 
he do hereafter to ſubſiſt*. Did he expe here- 
after to be miraculouſly fed with Manna dope 
into his mouth © Or in his-oId age would he 
turn Court Almeſ-man, and. live on the boun- 
ty of others * And grant he could ſhift for 
himſelf, yer what ſhould Mzcah his Son. do, 
and his future poſterity © If he ſpake falſe, then 
he, was a flatterer ; and ſaid it onely to footh 
David, when he meant no \uch matter :. But 
Court-holy-water never quenched any thirſty 
Soul. Flatterers arc theworſt of rame beaſts, 
which tickle Princes even totheir utter deſtru- 
10. Reſp. IT anſwer, He was neither fool nor 
flarrerer,but an affeRionate SubjcR,and at the 
preſent, in a mighty paſſton of gladne(s, But 
firſt we muſt know ,' that it bchoved Mephi- 
boſbeth to do ſomething extraordinary ; and in 
his expreſſions to exceed the ſize and ſtandard 
of common language, were it onely ro-unſtain 
his credit from the {uſpition of diſloyalty Ziba 
had caſt upon him. Secondly , Mephiboſheth 
was confident and well aſſured ,. that wharſo- 
ever David did for the preſent, yet hereaftcr, 
when ſufficiently informed of Mephiboſherhs in- 
nocence, 
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nocence, he would make not onely competent, 
but plestitull proviſion for him. Bur laſtly 
and chiefly we muſt know, that theſe words of 
Mephiboſheth were ſpoken in a great paſſion of 
joy, and paſſionate ſpeeches muſt alwayes ſue 
in Chancety, and plead to have the cquity of 
acandide and charitable conſtruction allowed 
them. Let us not therefore be over-rigid in ex- 
amining-his words when we knew his meaning, 
that he was affeted with an unmanageable joy 
at Davids ſafe return;Rather hence ler us learn. 

Il. Tf 96 ge fpoken in paſſion, muſt not be 
ſtrerch'r {o far as they. may be ſtraind,but have 
a favourable interpretation; for ſuchiis the ve- 
ry nature of paſſion, that it can ſcarce do any 
thing but it muſt over-do.. Secſt thou then the 
Soul of a man ſhaking with fear,or ſoaring with 
joy, or burning in anger, or drowning in grief, 
meet his words with a-charitable acception of 


| them, and defalk the extravigancies of his ex- 


preflions:7 he wringing of the noſe bringeth forth 


| blond, ſaith wiſe Agur, Prov. 30. 33. And he 


who ſhall preſs, and wrack,and torture ſpeeches 
ſpoken in paſſion, may make a bloudy conſtru- 
&ion thereof; beſides; beyond , againſt the in- 
tent of him that ſpake ir: Bur Jet us content 
our ſelves,that we know their meaning,and not 


proſecute ; (much leſs perſecute) their vvords 
to0 
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roo far, as here in my Text , we know-the 


minde of Mephiboſheth was to ſhew , Thar: he | 


was ſoundly.fincerely,and from the ground of 
his heart glad, when he faid , Tea, let himtak 
all, foraſmnch as, &c: hs: x 
12. Come we now tothe conſideration of 
the Grant , Foraſmuch as my Lord the King ts 
come in peace unto his own houſe. Behold in the 
words a confluence of many joyes together. 
Firſt , The King, there is matter of gladneſs 


for all Subje&s in general. Secondly, My Lord |. - 


the King, Mephiboſheth was Davids ſervant in 
Ordinary , or rather his extraordinary Fayo- 
rite, and this made his joy to be greater. 
Thirdly, 7s come again, is come back, is re- 


turned, and therefore more welcom after long | 


wanting : The interpofing of the night renders 
the ariſing of the Sun more defired : Princes 
preſerice after ſome abſence mere precious. 
Fourthly, To his own hoſe. Why 2 were not 
all the houſes in 1ſrae! Davids houſes? Are not 
Kings alwayes at home, whileſt in their King- 
dom 2 True, all the houſes in 1/rael were Das- 
vids own,not by his private uſe,but Paramount, 
Sovereignty over them, whereas his Palace in 
Feruſalem was peculiarly his own,by his parti- 
cular poſſeſſion thereof , and proper refidence 


therein. Fifthly, and laſtly , Come in Peace , 1n 
Peace, 


wu Aa w eo at 0-7 £4 


1 iv 


_ Hu Majeſtics Inauguration. 13 


| Peace , which is the ſubſtance of all carthly 


'bleflings , and the ſhadow of heavenly happti- 
TSR -: 

13. Object, Yea, but may ſome ſay, Mephi- 
boſheth doth not meaſure out Davia's happi- 
'nefs to the beſt advantage , nor doth he give 
the true'Emphaſis to his honour,for David re- 


| 'xurned with victory. Had he not gotten a glo- 


rious conqueſt under the conduct of Foab, in 
the forreſt of Ephraim over all his Enemies © 


- 20000 {lain by the {word,more devoured with 
the wood, the reſt routed, their Captain kill'd, 
-and all with a loſs of ſo little on David's fide, 


that none ar'all is mentioned:But Mephiboſheth 
takes no notice of David's Trophies and Tri- 


| umphs , bur either out of envy, or ignorance, 


-or both , concealing his conqueſts, huddles all 
up.under the name of Peace, Foraſmuch as my 
Lord the King # come to his own houſe in Peace. 

14. I anſwer , Mephiboſheth therefore ſup- 
prefſeth vitory, and mentioneth Peace onely, 
becauſe: victories are not valuable in them- 
ſelves, but in order and tendencie,as they con- 
duce to the attaining of Peace, Excellently 
doth the Apoſtle argue the diſtance and drgni- 
ty of men above women, from the end and in- 
tent of their Creation, 1 Cor. 11. 9. Neither 


was the man created for the woman, but the wo- 
B man 
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yan for the man : fo Peace was never made 
for victory, but victory for Peace; as all means, 
even by Indentures drawn by nature,are bound 
Apprentices to ſerve the end,their Maſter. Let 
not therefore the: maid grow ſo proud as: to 
ſtrive for equipage,much leſs for priority with 
her Miſtreſs, victory doth the work for Peace, 
and therefore Peace alone is mentioned by 
Mephiboſheth. wm 551 

'  I5. Reſp. Secondly, I anſwer, If Davids 
'conqueſts had atchieved againſt the Edomztes, 
Amonites, or Amorites, or Moabites , or Midia- 
7ites, Or Syrians. or Sidonians, or Egyptians, or 
Philiftines,or any forraign toc, Mephiboſheth no 


doubr would have- made mention thereof to | 


the purpoſe': Bur David was thus unhappy in 
his very happineſs , That this victory was got- 
ten over his own Subjeas. The Ribs of Facob 
did grate one againſt the other, and in that «- 
vil-uncivil War many worthy men loſt their 
lives unworthily. Whoſe lives there prodigal- 
ly ſpent, had they been thrifrily expended ina 
forraign deſign; had been ſufficient to have pur- 
chafed David another Kingdom : Say not-that 
ſuch as were ſlain were none of Davids Snb- 
jects, but Traitors and Rebels, - which did op- 
pole" their Prince and refiſt their Sovereign. 
For here we muſt know that they were _ 
8” Sub- 


\ — 
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Subjects, firſt de jure, they ought to have been 
his Subjects ; and a joynt,though out of joynt, 
is a joynt ſtil] , though diſlocated out of its 
proper place. Secondly, ſome of them were 
Davids Subjects de fatto, Two hundred men went 
out 'of Jeruſalem to: Hebron (Chap.15.11.) in 
their ſimplicity , and they knew not any thing, 
onely their innocence was practiſed upon by 
the policy of Abſolow. Thirdly,and laſtly,they 
were all preſum'd his Subjects de futuro, when 
their eyes were opened,and they ſaw their own 
errours ,. they woulda either return of them- 
{clves, or be caſtly reduced to their former 
obedience : Wiſely thercfore did Mephiboſheth 


wave the mention of victory, which very word 


would have been a ſad remembrancer to call to 
Davids minde the loſs of his SubjeRs z and ra- 
ther folds up all under the notion of Peace, as 
a cover (if leſs gaudy, ſurely more pleaſing) 
Foraſmuch as my Lord the King is come in peace 
to his own houſe. | 

16. Pious Princes can take no delight in vi- 
Rories oyer their own Subjects. For when they 
caſt up their Audits, they ſhall find themſelves 


loſers in their very gaiving. Nor can they pro- 


perly be ſaid ro have woy the day, which at the 
beſt is but a twilight, b&ing benighted with a 
mixture of much ſorrow & ſadneſs. For Kings 

B 2 being 
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being the Parents of their Countrey , muft 
needs grieve at the deſtruction of their Chil- 
dren. Who knows the love of a Parent, buta 
Parent 2 Maidens are incompetent Judges of 
Mothers affe&tions. How doth the affetionate 
Father when he beats his Childe, firſt feel the 
blows ſtruck through himſelf : T dare boldly 
ſay, that in that unhappy Ace/dama , wherein 
the perſon of our Sovereign was preſent , 4 
ſword did pierce through his own heart , in the 
ſame ſenſe as it is ſaid of the Virgin Mary, Luke 
2.35. For though whanks be to God) divine 
providence did cover his head in the day of bat- 
fel, as it were miraculouſly commanding the 
bullets , which flew about , and reſpected no 
perſons, ot 70 toucr his anointed ; yet notwith- 
ſtanding his Soul was ſhot through with grief 
to behold a field ſpread with his Subjects 
corpſes , that ſcarce any paflage , but cirher 
through rivelets of bloud , or over bridges of 
bodies. And had he got as great a victory as 
David got in the forreſt of Ephraim, yet ſure- 
ly he would have preferred Peace far before| 
it. Well did Mephiboſheth know Davids diet, 
who to pleaſe his palate , makes mention one- 
- ly of Peace,and ſuppreſſeth victory, Foraſmuch 

as my Lord the King is come to his own houſe in 


peace. 
17, Þut 
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I7. But the main Doctrine is this , All 
loyal Subjects ought to be glad when their So- 
yereign 1s returned in peace. The ſweeteſt mu- 
fick of this Doftrine is in the cloſe thereof, ix 
peace; for nothing is more wofull than war. 
The Lacedzmonians were wont to make their 
ſervants drunk,and then to ſhew them to their 
Children, that they then beholJding their fran- 
tick firs & Apiſh behaviour,once ſeeing might 
ever ſhun that beaſtly vice. Our fins have 
made this Land, which formerly was our faith- 
full ſervant , drunk yvith bloud : I hope our 
Children,fecing the miſerable fruits and effects 
thereof, vvill grow ſo vviſe and vvary by their 
fathers follies , as for ever to take heed how 
they ingage themſelves in ſuch a civil vvar 
again. But why do I compare vyar to drunk- 
ennels 2 Which far better may be reſembled 
to the Devil himſelf , ſeeing all thoſe ſymp- 
tomes that appeared in the poſleſled man, 
Mark. 19. ſhew themſelves too evidently in 
all places where vvar comes : And whereſoever 


be catcheth him , he teareth him, and he fometh 


and gnaſheth with his teeth, and pineth away.--- 
And oft times it hath caſt him imo the fire , and 
oft times into the water to deſtroy him, W here- 
ſoever vvar ſcizeth on Citie, Caſtle, Town, or 


Village he teareth it, making both breaches in 
B 3 the 
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the houſes with batteries,and fractions in mens 
hearts with diviſions, till the place pine away, 
having all the marrow and moiſture of the 
vvealth thereof vvaſted and conſumed, ofr 
times caſting it into the fire, burning beautifull 
buildings to aſhes, and oft times into the vya- 
rer drowning fruitfull meadows vvith vvilfull 
inundations. Yea, if thele times long continue, 
one of theſe two miſchiefs vvill inevitably 
come to paſs: Either (vvhich is moſt probable) 
both ſides being ſo equally poiſed, vvill do as 
the twelve Combarants zz the field of ſtrong 
men, 2 Sam.2.26. thruit their ſwords in each 
other , and ſo fall down both together ;, or if one 
party prove victorious , it vvill purchaſe the 
conqueſt at ſo dear a price as the deſtruftion of 
the Kingdom , vvich yvill be done before. 
And vvhart is laid, Marth. 24.22. of the ſiege 
of Feruſalem , is as true of our miſerable times, 
And except thoſe dayes were ſhortened, there 
ſhould no fleſh be ſaved: Would to GodT could 
as truely add the vvords thar follovv , But for 
the Eleits ſake thoſe dayes ſhall be ſhortened. 
Hovvever in my Doctrine there remains*an 
eternal truth , that all loyal Subjects ought to 
be glad vvhen their Sovereign returneth in 
eaccs 

: 18. Yea, may ſome ſay, David deſerved to be 

vvel- 
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welcomed indeed, and art his return to be en- 
tertain'd with all poſſible expreſſions of glad- 
neſs, for he brought true Religion along with 
him,, and (cried Gods ſervice in the purity and 
preciſeneſs thereof. But now adayes all crie 


to have Peace, to have Peace, and care not to 


bave Truth together with ir. Yea, there be 
many filly Mephiboſherhs in our dayes that fo 
adore Peace, thar to attain it , they care not 
what they give away to the malignant Ziba's 
of our Kingdom. Theſe ſay, Tea, let them 
take all, Laws, and Liberties , and Priviledges, 
and proprieties, and Parliaments, and Religi- 
on, and the Goſpel, and godlineſs, and God 
himſelf, ſo be it that the Lord our King may 
come to his houſe in Peace. Bur ler us have 
Peace and Truth together, both,or neither; for 
if Peace offer to come alone,we will do with ir, 
as EJechiah did with the brazen Serpent, even 
break it to pieces, and ſtamp it to pouder, as 


the dangerous Idol of ignorant people. 


' 19. I anſwer, God forbid , God forbid, 
we ſhould have peace, and not truth with it, 
but to ſpeak plainly, I would to God men did 
talk leſs. of truth and love it more,' have it (el- 
domer in their mouths,and oftener, yea,always 
in their heads and hearts , to believe and 
practiſe it. Know then that the word 7rath 
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'$ ſubject to much Homonymie, and is taken in 
ſeveral ſenſes , according to the opinions , or 
rather humours of thoſe that uſe it. Ask the 
Anabaptiſt what is truth , and he will tell you, 
Truth is the maintaining that the dominion 
over the Creatures is founded in grace; 8 that 
wicked men ( whereby they mean all ſuch 
whom they ſhall be pleaſed to account and 
call ſo) neither uſe the Creatures right, nor 
have any right to uſe them, bur may juſtly be 
diſpofſeſſed of them. It ts truth that all 
o00ds ſhould be common, that thete ſhould 
be no civil Magiſtrate, that there ought to be 
no wars but what they make themſelves, for 
which they pretend inſpiration ; that Chil- 
dren ought not to be baprized till they could 
give a reaſon of their faith , and that ſuch 
as have been formerly , muſt be rebaptized 


again. Ask the Separatiſts what is Truth, | 


and they will tell you , that the further from 
all Ceremonies (though ancient and decent) 
the nearer to God , that it is againſt the li- 
berty of a Chriſtian to be preſſed to the form 
of a ſet prayer , who ought onely to be Vo- 
luntaries, and follow the dictate of the Spi- 
rit, that the Miniſters made in our Church 
are Antichriſtian , with many more. Ask the 


Schiſmaticks of theſe times what is Truth; 
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and they will bring in abundance of their own 
opinions, which I ſpare at this time to recite; 
the rather, becauſe when the wheel of their 
fancie 15 turned about, another ſpoak may 


chance to be yertical , being ſo fickle in their 


Tenents, that whart they account truth now, 
will perchance not be counted truth by them 
ſeven years hence. | 

20 Tocomecloleto the an{wer, I ſay, that 
ſome of their pretended truths are flat falſiries, 
and others meer foolerics: as it is caſte to 
prove in time 8& place convenient. Secondly, 
Grant ſome of them be trurhs, yet are they 
not of that importance and concernment, as to 
deſerve to imbroil a Kingdom in bloud to 
bring them in. David longed for the waters of 
the well of Bethlehem, 2 Sam.23.17. but when 
it was brouzht him, he check'd. his own vanitie, 
and would net drink it,becauſe it was the bloud of 
men that went injeopardie of their lives. Burt 
with what heart as Men, or conſcience as 
Chriſtians, can Secaries ſeek to introduce 
their devices with ſuch violence into the 
Church, when they know full well that it will 
coſt bloud before it be ſettled? and if it ere be 
done, 20 erit tanti, it will not quit coſt, being 
in themſelves ſlight , matters of mean conle- 


quence. Thirdly, grant them not onely _ 
ut 


22 A Sermon preached on 
but important, if they be ſo defirous to have 


them introduced , the way moſt agreeable to 
Chriſtian proceedings, is to have them fairly 
debared, freely diſputed, fully decided, firmly 


determined by a ftill voice,and not that their 


new Goſpel ſhould be given as the Law , with 


thundering and lightning of Canon, fire and 
iword. Fourthly, Be it affirmed for a certain 
wrath, that formerly we had in our Churches 
all Truths neceſſarie to ſalvation. Of ſuchas 
denie this, I ask Foſephs queſtion to. his bre- 
thren, 1s your father well, the old man, i he yet 
«live? 50 how fares the ſouls of their Sires, 
and the Ghoſts of their Grand-fathers * are 
they yet alive? do they ſtill ſurvive in bliſs, in 
happineſs 2 Oh no, they are dead! dead in 
fou}, dead in bodice, dead temporally , dead e- 
rernally, dead and damned, if {o be we had not 
all Trurh -neceflary to ſalvation before this 
time. Yea, let theſe that crie moſt for the 
want of Truth , ſhew one rotten kernel in the 
whole Pamegranet, one falſe Article in all 39. 
Let them ſhew where our Church is.deficient 
in a neceffarie Truch. But theſe men know 
wherein their ſtrength lieth , and they had ra- 
ther:creep into houſes, and lead away captive 
filly women laden with infirmities,than to med- 
dle with men, and enter the liſts to as 
WIL 
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with the learned Doors of the Church. 

21 But it is further objeted, David brought 
home a-true peace with him, which long laft- 
ed firm, ( the ſhower of Abſalows Rebellion 
being afterward quickly blown over.) But we 
have cauſe to ſuſpect our Peace will not be a 
true Peace; and an open Wound is better than 
a palliate Cure. Would you have us to pur 
off our Armour to be killed in our Clothes? 
and be ſurprized with War ona ſudden, when 
it will be paſt our policie to prevent, or power 
to refiſt it. | 

22 Anſwer, There muſt ar laſt be a mutual 
confiding on both ſides, ſo that they muſt 
count the honeſtic of others their onely hoſta- 
ges. This, the ſooner it be done, the eaſter it'is 
done. For who can conceive, that when both 
ſides have ſuffered more wrongs they will 
ſooner forgive,or when they have offered more 
wrongs be ſooner forgiven 2 For our Kings 
part, let us demand of his Money what Chriſt 
asked of Ceſars Coin; Whoſe image is this? 
Cararre's ? and what is the Superſcription? 
Rzr1icto PrOTESTANTIUM , LEGEs 
AnGLiiz, ListrtTaTes PakLIamENTI. 
and he hath cauſed them to be caſt both in S1]- 
ver and Gold, in pieces of ſeveral fizes and 
proportions; as if thereby to ſhew that he = 

tends 
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tends to make good his promiſe both to poor 


and rich,great and ſmall; and we are bound to 
believe him. Nor leſs fair are the profeſſions 
of the Parliament on rhe other fide , and no 
doubt, but as really they intend them. But 
theſe matters belong not to us to meddle with, 
and as for all other politick objections againſt 
Peace, they pertain not to the Pulpit to an- 
ſfwer. All that we defire to ce, 1s the King re- 
matrried ro the State; and we doubt not, but 


as the Bridegroom on the one fide will be 


carcfull ro have his portion paid, His Preroga- 
tive , ſo the Brides friends entruſted for her, 
will be ſure to ſee her joynter ſettled, ---- The 
Libertie of the Subject. 


23 Come we now briefly ro apply our | 


Text to the time. And we begin firſt with the 
King, as this day doth diredt us , and truly he 


may be called ſo emphatically , for his good- | 


nels. We may obſerve in our Saviour, Matt .1 1. 
7. that he ſpake nothing in the praiſe jof Fohn 
Baptiſt, whilſt the Diſciples of Fohn Baptiſt 
were in his preſence, leſt perchance he might 
have incurred the ſuſpition of flatterie ,.to 
commend the Maſter before the ſervants : but 
the Text ſaith , As they departed Feſus began, 
8c. to ſpeak largely in Fohns commendation, 
>ccing now the ſervants of our Sovereign arc 


generally | 
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| generally gone hence to wait on their Lord, we 


may now boldly,without danger ro make them 
puft up with pride, or onr ſelves ſuſpected for 
flatterie, ſpeak that in praiſe of their Maſter, 
which malice it ſelf cannot denie. Look above 
him, to his God, how he is pious ! Look be- 
neath to his Subjes, how he is pitifull! Look 
about him, how he 'is conſtant to his wife, 
carefull for his children! Look near him. how 
he is good to his ſervants! Look far from him, 
how he is juſt to forreign Princes ! We may 
ſee in our catalogue of Kings, that we ſhall 
ſcarce find any, but beſides the common infir- 
miries attending on mankind , were branded 
with ſome remarkable eye-ſores. William , a 
Conqueror, but cruel. Rufws , reſolute , but 
ſacrilegious. Henry the firſt, learned, but unna- 
tural to his brother. Szephez , ſtout, bur an 


| uſvrper. Henry the ſecond, wiſe, but vvanton. 


Richard the firſt, undaunted, but undurifull to 


his Parents. Fohn, politick , but a great diſ- 


ſembler. Herry the third, of great devotion, 


bur of ſmall depth. Edward the ſecond, beau- 


tifull, but deboiſt. Richard the ſecond , vvell 
natur'd, but ill manner'd. Henry the fourth, 
fortunate, but having a falſe title. Merry the 
fifth, a victorious King, but formerly a rior- 


ous Prince, Herry the ſixth, Saint-like, but 
very 
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very ſimple. Edward the fourth, fortunate, 
but perjur'd : to proceed no further. But ler 


malice ir ſelf ſtain our Sovercign with any | 


notorious perſonal fault. For to wiſh him 


wholy withour fault, were in effe& ro wiſh him | 


dead.  Befides this , conſider him as a King, 
and what favours hath he beſtowed on his 
Subjects, and then, that his curteſies might not 
unravel, or fret out, hath bound them with a 
ſtrong border , and a rich fringe, a Triennial 
Parliament. When God brought again the capti- 


ity of Lion , then were we like unto them that | 


dream, Pſal.126. The Fews would not believe 
their own happineſs, it was ſo great, ſo ſudden. 
But when we conſider ſo many favours confer- 
red upon us by our King in fo few years , ſhip- 


money condemned , Monopolies removed, | 


Star-chamber it ſelf cenſured, High-commil- 
ſion levelled, other Courts regulated,offenſive 
Canons declined , burdenſome Ceremonies to 
tender conſciences profer'd.to be aboliſhed, 
Triennial Parliaments fetled , and the preſent 
indefinitely prolonged , we have cauſe to ſu- 
ſpc with our ſelves, are we awake 2 Do we 
not dream © Do II ſpeak « Do you heat * Is it 
light 2 Do wenor deceive our ſelves with fond 
fancies © or are not theſe boons too big to beg? 
t00 great to be granted 2 {ach as our Fathers 


never 


—— 
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[never durſt deſire, nor Grand-fathers hope to 


receive. Ono, itis fo, it is ſure, it 1s cerrain 
we are awak, we donor dream ; ;if any thing be 
aſleep, itis our ingratitude, which is o drowkie 


| to return deſerved thanks to God and the King 


for theſe great favours : And fo much for the 
firſt, che King. 

- 24, Nextto the King , comes my: Lord the 
King , and this peculiarly concerns the Cour- 
tiers, and:fuch Mep1:boſherhs as cat bread ar his 
Table, who-under God:owe their being to his 
bounty, and whole ſtates are not onely made, 

but created by him. Thefe indeed of all other 
are bound moſt to rejoyce at their Sovereigns 
return; being obliged:thereunto by a threefold 
ries Loyalty to a Sovereign, duty to a Maſter, 
and gratitude to a Benefactour:except (as ſome 
fondly hold,rhat a letter ſeal'd with three ſeals 
may Jawfully be opened) any conceive that a 
threefpld engagement may the eafteſt be de- 
clined. 

25. Next, we infiſt on þis ow# houſe, where- 
inthis Cirie is particularly pointed at. For if 
London be the Feruſalem of our David , then 
certainly Weſtminſter is his Zion,where he hath 


| his conſtant habitation. Here is the principal 


Palace of his reſidence , the proper ſeat of his 


great Councel, the uſual reccipt of his Reve- 


Nnues, 
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nues, the common Courts of Juſtice, the an- 
cient Chair of his Enthroning,the Royal aſhes 
of his Anceſtours, the fruitfull Nurſery of his 
Children. You therefore the inhabirants of 
this Citic have moſt reaſon to rejoyce. 

26. But alas!what have I done that I ſhould 
not 2 or rather what have I rodo that I can- 
not, having invited many gueſts now to a feaſt, 
and having no meat to ſet before you © I have 


called Courtiers and Citizens to rejoyce, and |/ 


ſill one thing is wanting, and that a main ma- 
terial one, the founder of all the reſt,the King 
is not returned in Peace. Thus the Sun is {lipr 
 outof our Firmament,and the Diamond dropt 
out of the ring of my Text. I pretended and 
promiſed to make an application thereof to the 
time, and muſt I now be like the fooliſh Builder 
in the Goſpel , begin and cannot finiſh £ . 0my 
houſe, that is the bottom of the Texr, but this 
ſtands empty. My Lord the King,and that is the 
top of the Text;but he is far off : 8 the words 
which are the fide walls to joyn them roge- 
ther, He # come home in Peace. Theſe alas can- 
not be erected : Inthis caſe there is bur one re- 
medy to help us, and that preſcribed by our 
Saviour himſelf, F0þ.16.23. Whatſoever ye ask 
the Father in my name, he will give you. 


27. Let us pray faithfully, pray fervently, 


pay | 
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pray conſtantly, pray continually. Let Preacher 
and . people joyn rheir prayers together , that 
God would be pleaſed to build up the walls, 
and make up the breach in the Applicarion,thar 
what cannot be told , may be foretold for a 
truth ; and that our Text may be verified of 
Charls in Propheſie, as by David in Hiſtory. 
Excellently Saint Auſ{in adviſeth , that men 
ſhould not be curious to enquire how original 
ſn came into them , bur carcfull to ſeek how 
to get it out. By the ſame ſimilitude (though 
reverſed) let us not be curious ro know what 
made our King. (who next to God I count 
our 0729znal good) to leave this Citie, or whe> 
ther offences given, or taken, moy'd him to his 
departure ; bur let us bend our brains, and im- 
prove our beſt endeavours to bring him ſafcly 
and ſpeedily back again. How often herein 
have our pregnant hopes miſcarried,evet when 
they were to-be delivered 2 Juſtas a manina 
ſtorm ſwimming through the Sea to the ſhore, 
till the oars of his faint arms begin to fail him, 
is now come to catch Land, when an unmerci-- 
full wave beats him as far back inan inſtant, as 
he can recover in an hour. Juſt ſo, when our 
hopes of a happy peace have been ready to ar- 
rive, ſome envious unexpected obſtacle hath 
ſtarted up, and hath ſer our hopes ten degrees 
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backwards , as the ſhadow of the Sun-dial 
Aha7. Bur let us not hereat be ditheartened, 
but with blinde Bartimerns, the more we are 
commanded by unhappy accidents to hold out 
peace, let us cry the louder in our prayers, The 
rather , becauſe our King is already partly 
come, come in his offer to come, come in his 
render to treat, come in his proffer of peace : 
And this very day being the beginning of the 
Treaty, I may fay he ſet his firſt ſtep forward 
God guide his feer, and ſpeed his pace. Oh ler ' 
us thriftily husband the leaſt mite of hopes that 
it may increaſe , and dare our day from the | 
firſt peeping of the Morning-Star , before the 
Sun be riſen. Ina word , deſiſt from finning, 
perſiſt in praying,and then it may come to paſs 
that this our uſe may once be antidated , and | 
this days Sermon ſent as a Harbinger before- 
hand to provide a lodging in your hearts for 


your joy againſt the time , that zy Lord our | 7) 


King ſhall return to his own houſe in peace. 
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MATTHs 5.9. 
Bleſſed are the Peace-makers. 


TN this Day, a Faſt and Feaſt do 
Wl both juſtle together; and the Que- 
be Fj ULON 1S, which ſhould take place in 
axe" our affections. I pray let Solomon, 
the wiſeft of Kings and Men, be made DoRtor 
of the Chair to decide this controverfie, Ecclef. 
7.2. 1t # better to goto the houſe of monrning, 
than.to go tothe houſe of feaſting - for it i the 
end of all men, and the living will lay it to his 


| heart. Let us therefore diſpence with all mirth 
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for this time , and apply our felyes to lamen- 

tation. EE WC . 
2 We read, EXr4'3. 12, that when the 


foundation of rhe ſecond Temple was laid by | 


Zerubbabel , the young men ſhouted for joy : 


But many of the Prieſts and Levites , and chief 


of the Fathers, who were ancient men, that had 


ſeen the firſt houſe , when the Founaation of the | 
; houſe was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud _ 


woice, and many ſhouted aloud for joy. Thus, 


what if young men be ſo addicted to their toys | 


and Chriſtmas ſports , that they will not be 
- weaned from them? O let not old men , who 
are or ſhould be wiſcr,and therefore more ſen- 
ſible of the ſins and ſorrows of the State ; let 
us not who are Prieſts, whoſe very profeſſion 
doth date us ancient, be tranſported with their 
follies, but mourn whilſt they are in their 


mirch. The French Proverb ſaith , They that. 


laugh on Friday, ſhall crie on Sunday. And it 
may pleale God of his goodneſs fo to bring it 
to pals, that if we keep a ſad Chriſtmas , we 
may have a merry Lent. 

3 This day is called, Innocents, or Childer- 
-14s-day; a day which ſuperſtitious Papiſts 
count Unluckie and unfortunate, and therefore 
thereupon they will begin no matter of mo- 
ment, as fearing ill ſucceſs ſhould befall 


- 


them. | 
Indeed | 


[| 
| 
- 
: 
bi 


| 
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| Indeed I could willingly have ſent their follies 


in ſilence to Hell, leſt by being a Confuter, I 
become a Remembrancer of their vanities : bur 


| "1 # ae, 
that this fond conceit muſt be rooted out of 


the minds of the ignorant people. Why ſhould 
not that day be moſt happie , which in the 


ljudgement of Charitie ( charitie, which though 


not ſtark blind with Bariimens, with Leah is al- 
ways tender eyed) ſent ſo many Saints,by He- 
rods crueltie, to Heaven, before they had com- 
mitted any actual fin. We<ll, out of ſacred op- 
prong, and pious croſſing of Popiſh vanities, 
let us this day begin, and this day give good 
hand(el of true repentance. To the clean all 
things are clean. To the good all days are 
good : We may fay of this day ,. as David of 
Goliahs ſword, Sam. 21.9. There & none like 


{that, give it me. No day like this day for us 


pong our ſanctified ſorrow, and to hearken 


to Gods word, Bleſſed are the Peace-makers. 

4 In this and thetwo next Chapters,Chriſt 
having a Mountain for his Pulpit, 8 the whole 
Law for his Text, ſceks to clear it from thoſe 
falſe gloſles ( corrupting the Text) which the 
Prieſts and Phariſees had faſtened upon it ; and 
ſhews, that Gods Law was not to be narrowed 
and confined to the outward act alone , bur 


according to the will of the Lay-giver (the 


C3 Sur- 
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Surveyor that beſt knew the latitude thereof ) 
is to be extended to the very thoughts of the 
heart, and takes hold of mens wicked inclina- 
tions, as breaches thereof, and offences againſt 
it. Weuſe to'end our Sermons with a Bleſ- 
ſing, Chrift begins his with the Beatitudes,and 
of the eight,my Text is neither rhe laſt,nor the 
leaſt, Bleſſed are the Peace-makerss - © 

5 Obſervein the words the beſt work and 
the beſt wages; the beſt work Peace-makers the 
beſt vvages, They are bleſſed. 1 begin vvith the 
yyork, yvyhich ſhall imploy my pains and your 
attention this day. Novyv the goodneſs of 
Peace vvill the better appear; if 'yve'confider 
the miſerie of War. Trisfaid, Ger.12.1 1. And 
it came to paſs when Abraham was rome near to 
enter into Egypt,that he ſaid into Sarai his wife, 
Behold, now I know that thou art 'a fair woman 
zo look upon. Why N © vv '7 know thou art 4 
beantifallwoman? Did Abraham live-thus long 
in ignorance of his wives beautie: Didche now 
firſt begin to know her handſomneſs? -Learned 
Tremelins on the place, ſtarts and anſwers the 
objection Now , that is , when Abraham'came 
into Egypt; as if he had ſaid , When I ſee the 
tawnie faces, and {warthie complexions of the: 
Sun-burnt Egyptians , thy "face ſeemeth'rhe 


fairer, and thy beautie the brighter in'mine! 


cyeS| 
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eyes. I muſt confeſs, I ever prized Peace for a 
Pearl; but we never did or could ſet the true 
eſtimate and value upon ir, till this interrupri- 
on and ſuſpenſion of it. Now we know , being 
taught by' dear experience, that Peace is a 
beautifull blefling : And therefore we will 
conſider:War firſt in the wickedneſs , then in 
the wofulne(s thereof. 

6 Firſt, War makes a Nation more wicked. 
Surely,ſwearing and Sabbath-breaking do nor 
advance the keeping of the firſt Table. And as 
for the ſecond Table, how hard is it in theſe 
diſtracted times to be practiſed? Yea, it is 
difficult to. ſay the Lords Prayer,the Creed,or 
ten Commandments : The Lords Prayer for 
that Petition, And forgive us our t-eſpaſſes , as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. The 
Creed for that Article, The Communion of 
Szints: which doth tic and oblige us to the 
performance of all Chriſtian offices and chari- 
table duties to thoſe, whojby the ſame Chriſt 
ſeeks ſalvation, & profeſs the ſame true Chri- 
ſtian-Catholick faith with us. The ten Com- 
mandments for that precept,7hou ſhalt not kill; 
and'though -men in ſpeculation and School 
diſtin&tions may ſay that all theſe may be caſt- 


| ly performed in the time of War, yet our cor- 


Tupt nature z- which is: ſtark nought in time of 
35 C4 Peace, 
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Peace, is likely to be far worſe in War, and if 
theſe times continue, I am afraid we ſhall nei- 
ther ſay the Lords Prayer , nor believe the 
Creed,nor practiſe the Commandments. And 
as hard it will be preparedly and profitably to 
receive the Sacraments , when we ſhall drink 


Chriſfts bloud as on to day , and go about to | 


ſhed our brothers blond as on to morrow. ©. 
7. Secondly , letus confider the wofulneſs 
of War, and that both in its ſelf, and in its ar- 


tendance : See a Map of War drawn by a holy | 


hand, Pſal.87.63. The fire conſumed their young 
men , and their maidens were not given to mar- 
riage, their Prieſts fell by the ſword , and their 
Widows made no lamentations. 1he fire conſumed 
the younz wen. We behold with contentment 
ripe fruit to drop down to the ground, but who 
will not pity green Apples- when- they. are 
cudgelled down from the Tree? And the mai- 
dens were not given in marriage. SO that the 
faireſt flowers of virginity were fain to wither 
, on the ſtalk, whereon they did grow, for want 
of hands to gather them. The Prieſts were ſlain 
with the ſword; Sed quid cum Marie Prophetis * 
Well then, there they were, though they were 
none of the beſt of the Prieſts , being lewd 
Hophnee and Phyneas, and there they were kil- 
led,for ought I know,if theſe times hold, Gods 


tas. ded Wie. 


veſt |} ©: 
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beſt Samnels muſt go the ſame way. And their 
widows made n9 lamentation. You will ſay , the 
more unnatural women they : O. no, they m2ade 
no lamentation , either becauſe their grief was 
above lamencing, ſuch as onely could be man- 
aged with filence and amazement , or elſe be- 
cauſe they were ſo taken up with deploring the 
publick calamity, they could ſpare no rime for 
private perſons to bemoan their particular 


loſles. 


- 8. But War is not fo terrible in it (elf, as-in 


irs attendants; firſt the Plague which brings up 


the rear of War : the Plague, I ſay, which for- 
merly uſed to be an extraordinary. embaſſador 
inthis Cirie of \ Loxdoz, to denounce Gods an- 
ger againſt it, but is of late grown a conſtant 
legier, and for theſe many late years hath ne- 
ver been clearly removed from us : ſurely ſome 
great unrepented fin lies on this Citic, that this 
conſtant puniſhment. doth viſit us,which will be 


| more terrib!e when it ſhall be extended over 
| the whole Realm. | 


' 9. Secondly, Famine, a waiter in Ordinary 


| on War, Truely it may ſeem a riddle, and yer 


it is moſt true, that Way makes both leſs meat, 
and fewer mouths: Firſt, becauſe in time of War 
none dare attend husbandry , wherewith Solg- 
mon ſaith, The King himſelf is maintained. Sc- 
SET cond]y, 
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condiy , becauſe 'Souldiers ſpoil more out of | 
prodigality , than they ſpend out of neceſlity : | 
Whenour Saviour multiplied loaves 6 fiſhes, 
there were thoſe appointed who took up the 
twelve baskets of fragments ; but, alas,no ſuch 
careis taken in Souldiers feſtivals. Hitherto 
indeed-we bave had plenty enough, 8 as yet in 
this Citie we are not ſenſible of any want. But 
ou know next Pharaoh's full ears came Pha- 
raoh's blaſted ears,next Pharaoh's fat kine came 
Pharaoh's lexnkine; and I'pray God poor peo- 
plefor this years ſtore be not.next yearſtary'd. | 
19. Thirdly, wilde beaſts, ſee Gods four |. 
cardinal puniſhments reckoned up, EXech. 14. 
21. For thus ſaith the Lord God, for much more 
when T ſend my four ſore Julgements upon ſeru- 
ſalem : the ſword, and the'\famine, andthe noy- 
jor bea#, andthe peſtilence #0 cut from it -man 
and beaſt. 'Some perchance will ſay, that there 
15 more danger of wilde-beaſts in our I{land, 
- Which is invironed with water. Truely there 
need no other wilde beaſts than our ſelves, who 
areLions,Bears,Boars, Wolves,8 Tygers one 
x0. another. 'And though as yet we were never 
Plagued with wilde beaſt, yet we know not how 
foon God may hifs for them over, and'for our 
newand ftrange fins,cauſe new and ſtrange pu- 
niſhments.Now conceive a City as big as your | 
3 pas thoughts 


| 
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| couglits can imagine , and fancie the ſword 


marching in-at the Eaſt-gate, and the Plague 
coming in at the Weſt-gare, and Famine enter- 
ing in at the North-gare, and wilde beaſts paſ- 
ſing in at the South: gate,and all meeting toge- 
ther in the Market-place,/and then tell me how 


quickly will your voluminous Citie be a- 


bridged to/a poor pittance. 

T1. But hitherto we'have onely ſpoken of 
the miſeries of War in general; but the worſt is 
ſill behind; for we arc afflicted with Civil War, 


many Wars have done wofully , bur this fur- 
 mounterh them all. 'In Civil War nothing can 


be expeRed but a ruin 8 deſolation.. What ſaid 
Moraecai to Heſther, Heſther 4. 13. Think wot 
with thy ſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape in the Kings 
houſe more than all the Fews. So let none in 
what houſe ſocver,in the Kings houſe,or houfe 
of Lords, or houſe of Commons, or ſtrongeſt 
Caſtles, or walied Towns , or fenced: Cites, 
flatter themſelves with a fond conceit of their 
ſafery, for if Civil! V Vars continue long, they 
muſt expect as well as others to'bedeyoured, 
yea , none can promile great-perſons ſo much 
happineſs as to be laſt undone : For, for-ought 
any knows,it may come'to their turns'to'be the 
firſt, as being the faireſt-marks to invite envy 
and malice againſt them, Mean time poor 7re- 

land, 
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land , which as the man in the viſion cried ts 
S. Paul, Come over into Macedonia and help us, 
which hath ſo long, ſo often, fo carneſtly in- 


treated , implored . importuned our afliſtans, 


muſt beloſt of courſe. The Proteſtants there 
which have ſo long (wom againſt the tide till 
their arnys are vvearie, muſt at laſt of neceſſity 
even give themſelves over to be drovvned : 
That Harp, vvhich vvhen it vvas vvell tuned, 
made ſo good muſick, muſt novy and hercaf- 
ter for ever be hung upon the willows, a ſad and 
ſorrovvfull tree, and our diſtration vvill ha- 
Ken their final deſtrudtion, We read, Deut.28. 
56. That in a great Famin the eye of the mother 
all be evil towards her ſon and towards her 
&auzhter , ſhe ſhall grudge every morſel of 
meat vvhich goes befides her ovvn mouth, 
preferring nature before natural affetion, If 
theſe times do continue ,,- London vvill grudge 
London-derry her daughter, and England Mo- 
ther generally of Treland (as a Colony deduced 
from it)will grive to part vvith the leaſt mear, 
money and-munition to it. 
' 12 Butall theſe miſchiefs are nothing in re- 


ſpect of the laſt, namely the ſcandal and diſho- 
-nor yvhich hereby vvill redound to the Pro- 


C 


teſtant Religion, vyhereof a true Chriſtian 
ought to be more tender and ſenſible, than of 
any 
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| any vvorldly loſs vyhatſoever : Tell it not in 
| Gath,ror publiſh it in Aſcalon,left the daughter 
| of the Philiſtims rejoyce, leſt the daughters of the 
uncircumciſed triumph. O what mufick doth 
our diſcord make to the Romith adve: aries. 
We read, Gen.13.7. And there was a ſtrife be- 
tween the heard men of Abrahams Cattel , and 
the heard-men of Lots Cattel, and the Cananite, 
and the Perizite awelled then in the Land. And 
Abraham ſaid unto Lot, Let there be no ſirife, I 
pray thee,between my ,&c. Wherein obſerve,that 
the Cavaanitesand Periites being there in the 
Land, is mentioned as a motive with Abraham 
| to make him make the ſpeedier accommodarti- 
on with Lot , leſt rhe true Religion and ſervice 
of-God ſhould ſuffer in the cenſure of Pagans 
by their diſcords,being Uncle and Nephew,in- 
| gaped in a brawl by their ſervants difſention. 
| How many Camaanites & PeriFites behold our 
| bloudy differences, and clap their hands to ſee 
| us wring ours, yea, infult and rejoyce to ſee us 
| ſheath our ſwords in one anothers bowels ; we. 
| uſed formerly to task the Papiſts of cruelty to 
| Proteſtants;but hereafter,as Abner ſaid to Aſa- 
| hel, 2 Sam. 2. 22. How then ſhall 1 hold up my 
| face to Joab thy brother : So how ſhall we look 
| in the face, from this day forwards, of our Ro- 
' miſh adverſaries. Tell them no more of their 
cruel- 


” 
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cruelty to the Proteſtants at Hedlebergh , of 


their cruelty. to Proteſtants of Magdenbergh,of :: 


their cruelty to the Proteftants at Rochel;for if 
theſe Wars continue, we are likely,not onely to 
equal, but to out-do theſe cruelties one to.ano- 
ther ; {o thar diſcharging this accuſation of 
bloudineſs againſt them, it will rebound and 


recoil in our faces. Put all theſe together, that, 


V Var makes a Land more wicked , makes a 


Land more wofull, is bad in it ſelf, is worſe in 


its train, deſtroyes Chriſtian people , and diſ- 


races Chriſtian profeſſion, and then will all 
ve juſt cauſe to ſay as itis in my Text, Bleſ- | 


ſed are the Peace-makers. 


I3. If any object that Peace alſo hath her | 
miſchiefs which attend thereupon; for it brings 
plenty,and plenty brings pride, 8 pride brings | 


plagues upon it:Peace makes men pampered, 6: 


with Feſſurun to kick againſt God. War indeed | 
brings cleanneſs f teeth , whileſt Peace brings | 


Fulneſs of bread,which is as bad & worſe, making 


men preſumptuouſly to rebel againſt God. The | 


anſwer is caſte, woes may come from peace,but 


they muſt come from Yar ; mileries ariſe from | 
the very uſe of War, which come but from the | 


abuſe of peace,being eſſential to Yar,but acci- 


dental to peace , inherent alwayes in the one, 
adherent too often to the other : in a word, in | 
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war calamities proceed from the thing it ſelf, 
;jn peace from men, abuſing it. care: 
| T4. Objedt, Bur peace without truth is ra- 
(ther poyſon than a Cordial:O let us not be like 
the thirſty traveller,who ſo long longs for wa- 
ter, that at Jaſt he drinks mud and water toge- 
(ther, not onely without diftinRion,or diſtaſte, 
/but even with delight:O let us not with Samp- 
[ſon {o dote on the Dalilah of peace, as to get 
her love to betray truth, wherein our ſtrength 
lies. Some perchance would propound peace 


{unto us,but on ſuch fervile conditions as Naaſb 
'the Ammonite offered a truce to the men of 
| ſabeſh-Gilead, 1Sam.11.2. 07 thi condition 
will I make a covenant with you,that 1 may thruſt 


out all your right eyes,and lay it for a reproch up- 


032 all Iſrael. And ſo if we will give in truth to 
| boot, and pur out our own eyes into the bar- 
| gain 3 forfeit the true faith and knowledge of 
' God, with the purity of his ſervice, then per- 
; Chance a peace may be proffered us; bur as Pe- 
ter ſaid to Simon Magn, At.8.20. Thy money 
periſh with thee, ſo ler ſuch a helliſh peace pe- 
 riſh with thoſe that ſeek to promote ir. 


15. Inthe anſwering of this ObjeQion,give 


; me leave, as Peter ſaid, A.2.:9. Men and bre- 
 thren,let me freely ſpeak unto.you of the Patriarch. 


David ; 1o let me boldly and fully ſpeak in an- 
{wer 


14 | 
ſer to the Objedion:If leave be denied me:1T | 
know whence my commiſſion is derived, I am: |! 
an Embaſſadour for the God of Heaven, if I ' 
ſpeak what is falſe , I muſt anſwer forit; if ' 
truth, it will anſwer for me. And what I have | 
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to ſay, I will divide into four Propofitions. 


16. Prop.1. Curſed be he that ſeeks to divide 
Peace from Truth. | muſt confeſs I was never | 


bred upon Mount Ebal , neither did ever my 


tongue take delight in curſing. The rather, be-- 


cauſe we may obſerve Devt. 27. 12. that the 
moſt eminent Tribes from which the Princely 
and.Prieſtly men deſcended , Levi, Fudah, E- 


phraim & Benjamin,took their ſtation in Mount | 
Geraſen,to ſhew,that Magiſtrates and Miniſters | 
are principally to inure their mouths to blel- * 


fing. And yet for thoſe that ſeek to ſever peace 


from truth, T cannot refrain my ſelf , but muſt * 
lay, Curſed be they in the Citie, and curſed be | 
they in the field,curſed be they in their basket and | ; 
zn their ſtore, curſed be they in the fruit of their | 
body,and inthe fruit of their land, in the increaſe | 
of their kine, and in the flock of their ſheep curſed | ; 
ſhall they be when they come in, and curſed ſhall |, 


they be when they go ont 


17. Prop. 2. Before this War began, we had | 
#n England truth: in all eſſential to ſalvation. | 
truths |: 


We had all neceſlary and imporrtanc 
: truely 
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| truely preach'd (I could wiſh it had been more 
| frequently and generally) the Sacraments du- 
| ly adminiftred , which two put together doth 
| conſtitute a true Church,S. Payl, 1.Cor.15.18. 
| being to prove the reſurreion of the dead, 
| prefleth theCorinthians with this among other 
E-7 Arguments , Then they alſo which are fallen a- 
C | ſleep in Chriſt are periſhed. Putting them a moſt 
/ | uncharitable abſurdity , that in caſe the dead 
"| ariſe not again, they muſt be bound to confels, 
; that all the Saints formerly deceaſed were pe- 
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/ | riſhed. And ſurely,ſuch as deny that England, 
; before this War began, had all eſſential truth 
S 


| to ſalvation, muſt of neceſlity ſplit themſelves 
; on the ſame uncharitable Rock and paſs a ſen- 
| fence of condemnation on all thoſe which died 
'in our Church before theſe two years laſt 
| paſt. OW | 
| 18. Prop. 1, Many errors in Dodtrine and 
innovation in Diſcipline, did creep fa#t into our 
” |Church. Arminian poſitions, Tenents, Treaſon 
7 |to Gods grace, invaded the truth of the Word 
1 |1n many places. One Cercmony begat ano- 
'ther , thete-being no bounds in will-worſhip, 

; wherewith one may ſooner be wearied than ſa- 
\tisfied. The inventors of new Ceremonies en- 
* deayouring to ſupply in number what their 
conceitSwanted in —_— , and knows _— 
ens 


We 
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this time where they had been if they had . not 
been ſtopr. MO 26 
19. ' Prop. 4. The beſt and onely way to 
purge theſe errors out, is ina fair and peac-3- 
ble way ; for the ſword cannot diſcern b:twixr 
truth,crror,& falſhood,it may have two edges, 
but harh never an eye. Let there on Gods bleſ- 
ſing be a Synode of truely grave ,- pious, and 
learned Divines.; and let them borh fairly di- 
ſpure, and fully decide,whats true, whars falſe; 
whar Ceremonies are to be retained, what to 
be rejected; and ler civil Authority ſtamp their 
command upon it , to be generally received 
under what penalty their diſcretion ſhall think 
fitting. Bur as long as War laſts, no hope of 
any ſuch agreement ; this muſt be a work for 
Peace to perform. So then under the notion 
of Peace, hitherto we have and hereafter do in- 


tend ſuch a Peace, as when it comes we hope | 


will reſtore truth unto us, in all the accidental 
& ornamental parts thereof; and add it to that 
truth incflentials to ſalvation, which we enjoy'd 
before this V Var began,and in this ſence I will 
boldly pronounce, bleſſed be the Peace-makers, 
*20. Come we now to conſider what be the 
| hindrances of Peace : theſe hindrances' are ei- 


ther general, or particular. The generil hin-. 
drance is this : The many national fins of our 
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Kingdom being not repented of; I ſay of our 
Kingdom, nor of one Army alone. Think not 
that the Kings Army is like Sodom , not ten © 
righreous men init, (no not 1f righteous Loz 

himſclf be put-into the number) and the other 
Army like Zioz conſiſting all of Saints. No, 
there be drunkards on both fides, and {wearers 
on both fides, & whoremungers on both lides, 
pious on borh fides,8 prophane on both ſides, 
like Feremies figs, thoſe that are good are very 
o00d, and thoſe that are bad are very bad in 


both parties. I never knew nor heard of 2n 


Army all of Saints, ſave the holy Army of Mar- 
tyrs , and thole you know were dead firſt, for 
the laſt breath they ſent forth proclaimed rhem 
ro be Martyrs. But it is not the ſins of the Ar- 
mies alone, bur the fins of the whole Kingdom 
which break off our hopes of Peace, our' Na- 
rion'is generally ſinfull. The Citie complains 
of the ambition and prodigality of the Soiie- 
tiers, the Courtiers complain of the pride and 


covetoulneſs of Citizens , the Laity complain 


of the lazineſs and ſtate-medling. of the © Cler- 
gic, the Clergie complain of the hard dealing 
and ſacriledge of the Laity, the Rich complain 
of the marmuring and 3. peer of the Poor, 


the Poor complain of the oppreffion and ex- 


tortioh of the Rich ; Thus every ofie is more 
s oo ready 


wo 
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ready to throw durt in anothers face, than to 
waſh his own clean, And in all theſe though 
malice may ſer the varniſh , ſure truth doth lay 
the ground-work. 

21. Of particular hindrances, in the firſt 


place we may rank the Romiſh Recuſants, 7s | 


0t the hand of Joab with thee in all thus , was 


Davids queſtion 2 Sam. 14.19, but is not the | 


hand, may we all ſay, of Feſuirs in theſe diſtra- 


| tions. Many times from my youth up have they | 


fought againit me may England now ſay, yea, 


many times from my youth up have they vexed 
me, but have not prevailed again#t me. Atlaſt, | 
the Popiſh party perceived that the ſtrength 


of England confiſted in the. unity thereof. 


(Sampſon is half conquered when it is known + 
where his ſtrength doth lie) and that it was 
impoſſible to conquer Ezg1iſh Proteſtants, but 
by Engl:ſh Proteftants. Is this your ſpite and | 
malice,O you Romiſh adverſaries,becauſe you 
could not overcome us with Spaniſh Arma- | 
does , nor blow us up with Gunpowder Trea- | 
ſons, nor undo us with 7riſh Rebellions , to ſet | 


our ſelves againſt our ſelves, firſt to divide us, 


then to deſtroy us. Well , God knows what 
may come to paſs. Tt may be when we 
have drunk the top of his bitter cup, the | 


dregs may be for your ſhare , and we may all 


be 
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be made friends for your utter ruin and de- 


' ſtruction. 


22. Next the Papiſts, the Schiſmaticks are 


\ the hindrances of our Peace. Theſe know 


their Kingdom cannot be eſtabliſhed but by 


| War, as aſſured that the wiſdom of the State 


| Is ſuch, as will blaſt their deſigns when mat- 
| ters are ſerled. I have heard (when a Childe) 
| of a Lawleſs Charch, ſure theſe if they. might 
| have their will, would have a Lawleſs Church 


and a Goſpelleſs too , and yet they as falſly 


| as fondly conceive that the State gives appro- 
| bation and connivance to them. VYe read 
| Pſalm 50.21. where Gods Spirit reckons up 
many ſins which the wicked had committed, 
| that God ſaith ; Theſe things haſt thou done, 
' and I kept (lence; thou thoughteſi that I was al- 
| together ſuch a one as thy % 
| prove thee , and ſet them in order before thine 
' eyes, In which place of Scripture three things 
; areconfiderable. Firſt, God is ſaid to keep 
| ſilence when he doth not preſently and viſibly 


If : but I will re- 


puniſh offenders , Pſalm 35.22. 0 Lord keep 


| not ſilence, and ſo Pſalm 83.1. Keep not thou 
| ſilence, O God, God, for reaſons beſt known 
| to himſelf, and for ſome known to us, name- 
| ly, to make wicked men {well and break wiht 


2 Timpany of good ſucceſs for the time, does 
3 not 
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not outwardly expreſs the diſlike of their bad 
courſes, in inflicting a ſudden and ſenfible pu- 
nihment upon them: Secondly , obſerve the 
falſe Logick,and bad inference of wicked men; 
who conceive that God is altogether fuch an 
one as themſelves , yea, make acceſſary and 
confederate with them, becaule ftlent , there-_ 
fore conſenting : 21 taret ſatis laudat. Third- 
ly, ſee time will come when in time beſt known 
ro himſclf he will publickly reprove them,and 
ſhew not onely his free diſſent bur tull diſplea- 
{ure. Thus Schiſmaticks improve themſelves 
upon the clemencie and long ſuffering' of our 
State, Becauſe they are taken up with mat- 
ters of higher concernment, and are nor at 
feaſure to ſtoop to their puniſhment , as im- 
ployed in buſineſs of more preſent and preſ- 
ſing importance ; Separatiſts and Sectaries 
conceive that they favour , what they+do not 
puniſh. But time will come when the glo- 
fe2of God and their own honour-, - though 
ſf5wly , ſurely they will viſit their offences, 
and as the Pſa/miſt ſaith ;; Set their ſins' in or- 
der before them ; who have been theopartial 
cauſe of the diſorder and confuſion of this 
Kingdom. 2 | 

23. Thirdly, thoſe are enemies to Peace, 
whoſe being meerly confiſteth by Y Var and 

| dilen- 


| 


) 
a 
: 


| diſlention. Indeed the truely noble Engliſh 
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Spirits, defire a forreign Foe tor a mark for 
their Bullets ; but many there be rather turbu- 
lent than valiant, who as Demetrius by this 
craft they get their gain, deſire a perpetuity of 
V Var for their poſſeſſion. VVeread in Pl#- 
tarch of one Demades who by profeſſion was 
a maker of Coffns, and he was baniſhed out 
of the Citic of Athens for wiſhing that he 
might have good trading ; that wiſe Sate trae- 
ly interpreting the langyage of his wiſh , as de- 
firing ſome Epidemical diſeaſe ; his private 
profit being inconſiſtant with the publickflou- 
riſhing of the Common-wealth. So thoſe peo- 
ple who are undone, and cannor live but "by 
undoing of others ,. certainly wiſh no good'to 
our Church and Kingdom, but muſt needs be 
State Barrettors to keep thefore alwayes raw, 
betwixr Prince and people, ' 
24. Let us now come to, fee the means, 
whereby private perſons 'may; and muſt en- 
deavour the obtaining ' of peace; The firſt 5s 
prayer , pray for the, peace of Jeruſalem ; let 
every one in that” prayer which he uſeth in 
his Family , or. private devotions , build a 
room more and inlarge it, to pray for peace 
in our Iſrael. | | 
25. Secondly, let us pertirion'for peace, not 
D 4 onely 


+ 
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onely to the God in Heaven, but to the Gads 
on earth ; firſt to his Majeſtic ; but alas there 
is 2 great gulf between us and him fixed , ſo 
that they which would paſs from hence to him 
cannot , neither can they paſs to us that would 
come from thence The fins of our Realm are 
amounted to ſuch a height that we deſerve 
this and worſe puniſhment, Next, let us pe- 
tition to the High and Honourable Court of 
Parliament , next under God and the King the 
hope and help of our happineſs ; Let none ſay 
it is preſymprion to petition them, as under- 
taking to tcll them of what they are ignorant, 
or to pur them in remembrance of what they 
may forget., for herein we apply our ſelf to 
them , in imitation of our acceſs to God, 
and ſurely their greatneſs cannot , and their 
goodneſs will not be diſpleaſed in our compli- 
ance and conformity to ſuch an Architype. 
True it is that God, Matthew 6.8. Onur Father 
knoweth what things we have need of before we 
ask him , and yet itis his will and pleaſure to 
be ſought too by our prayer. And ſo no doubt 


that High and Honourable Court,though that - 


| they know full well that peace is that we ſtand 
in need of, yet they take delight in our duty, 
yea, expect our ſervice herein to petition for 
peace, that ſo our begging of peace,may in cf- 
Rad PT TION £0 
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fe be 2 modeſt and mannerly expreſſion of 
an hearty thanks for their long and conſtant 
endeavours herein. Wherefore what Tertul- 
lus (aid flatteringly to Felix , Ads 24.3. we 
, may ſay truely and feelingly to them ; ſeeing 
[that very worthy deeds are done to this Nation 
i by their providence, we accept alwayes , and in 
|all places with all thankfulneſs. Notwithſtand- 
\tng 1 pray you, that you of your Clemency would 
hear us a few words. And let us in all Humi- 
liry, not directing but beſeeching them , with- 
.out a tumultuous thought, moſt-peaceable and 
'pathetically: beg ef them and ſuc unto them 
to continue their care in advancing a ſeaſon- 
;able and happy accomodation , that ſo the 
bleſſing pronounced in my Text may lie 
both upon them and theirs , Bleſſed are the 

Peace-makers. 
26, Thirdly , we muſt be content ſoundly 
to pay for peace, we read Exed.38.8. And he 
, made the Laver of Braſs and the foot of it of 
Braſs, of the Looking-glaſſes of the Women aſ- 
ſembling, which aſſembled at the door of the Ta- 
- bernacle of the congregation. It ſeemeth that 
the back-ſides of their Looking-glafſes were 
made of Braſs, which commonly with us are 
made of Wood , and they conſigned them - 
over for Gods ſervice; and good reaſon (0, 
or 
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for formerly they had given their car-rings for 
the making of a Calf; Juſtly therefore now 


they did penance for their pride , as counting 
it Honour enough, that chat wherein they look- 


ed their own faces, ſhould make the foot of | 
Gods Layer. But what ſhould not people give | 


to buy a true peace, and a peace with Truth * 


O how many years. purchate is it worth 2 let | 
us not think much,to give all our ſuperfluities, | 


but to give ſame of our neceſſaries,for-the ad- 
vancing and obtaining of it. 

27. Fourthly , let us baniſh out: of our 
mouths ali words and phraſes of contempr and 


reproch, (1 could inſtance in the word, bur that | 


it is beneath the Majeſty of a Pulpit) which 
the malice of men hath minted and faſtned on 
oppoſite parties; O let us have no other Chri- 


EI 


ſtian name, than the name of Chriſtians, or 


other ſurname than Chriſtian Proteſtants, nei- 


” ” 


ther anſwering to, nor calling others by any 


term of diſgrace. 
28. Fifthly,let us with a ſpeedy. ſerious and 


oeneral repentance, remove the crying fins of | 


of our Kingdom , which as long as they laſt, 


will bane all peace amongſt us. I ſay ſpeedy, | 
jeſt the pliyſick come too late for the diſeaſe; 


ferious , leaſt the Tent be roo ſhort for the 
wound ; general, leaft the plaſter be too nar- 
row 
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r [row for the ſore. Suppoſe that the Sea ſhould 
» break forth in this Land, as ſuch a thing may 
g cometo pals, The Lord i King , ſaith David, 
= letthe earth rejoyce, yea, let the multitude of the 
ff | Tſles be glad thereat,P(al.g7.1. And good rea- 
re |fon harh the Ifles ro be glad , as more particu- 
2 larly concerned, tor if the water were not coun- 
-t termanded by Gods prerogative royal,it would 
5, | ſpeedily recover its natural place above the 
{-  carth. But ſuppoſe the Sea ſhould break into 

the Land,it is not the endeavours of a private 

ur | man can ſtop it; what if he goes down with a 
id faggot on his back, and a marrock on his ſhoul- 
at | der, and a ſpade in his hand, his deſire is more 
ch | commendable than his diſcretion,it being more 
»n likely the Sea would ſwallow him, than he ſtep 
j- the mouth thereof. No , the whole Countrey 
or muſt come in,children muſt bring earth in their 
j- | hats, Women in their aprons, men with hand- 
ny borrows,wheel-barrows,carts,cars,wains, wag- 

' gons , all muſt work leſt all be deſtroyed. 1 
ad | rather inſtance in this expreſſion of the ir- 
of | ruption of the Sea, becauſe I finde Gods anger 
t, ſo compared in holy writ, 1 Chron. 14.11. Da- 
y, vid ſaid,God hath broken in upon mine enemies 
ſe; | like the breaking forth of waters. S0 whena ge- 
he  neral deluge & inundation of Gods anger {ea- 
ir- ſcrh upon a whole Kingdom, it cannot be = 
JW h y.- 
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by the private endeavours of ſome few, but it 
muſt be an univerſal work,by a general repent- 


ance:all muſt raiſe banks to bound it. till this be 


done. Tam afraid we ſhall have no peace,& to 
ſpeak plainly,T am afraid we are not yet ripe for 
Gods mercy, as Giaeon, Judge 7.4. had too ma- 
ny men for God to give vidtory to : loweare too 
proud hitherto for God to give peace too,ma- 
ny of us are humiliati,but tew of us are humiles. 
Many by theſe Wars brought lo, but few made 
loly,ſo that we are proud in our poverty,& as 
the unjuſt Steward ſaid , to beg I am aſhamed, 


fo we are too ſtout though half ſtarved on the 
bended knees of our Souls , with true repent- | 
ance , to crave pardon of God for our ſins, : 
which till it be done, we may diſcourſe of peace 
and ſuperficially deſire it, but never truely care 


for it, or can comfortably receive it. 


29. Andrindeed we may take forcible mo- | 


tives from our own milſeries ., to endeavour 


peace by all poſſible means , for look upon the 
complexion of the War.,& doth it not look of | 
a moſt ſtrange and different hue from other 


Wars. The Wars of Germavy (which give me 
leayeto ſay if we had pitied by the proxy of a 
true Sympathy, we had never ſo ſoon ſuffered 


them in our own perſon) were far lighter affli- | 


&ion than qurs. In Germany people when hunt- 
© ed 
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ed with War took covert in their fenced Cities. 
' But here in England we have no Guard againſt 
' Wars blow, but lie open to plundering and de- 
ftruction. Germany was a great Continent bear- 

; Ing {1x hundred miles ſquare,ſo that whilſt one 
| part thereof was mowed down with War, the 
| other enjoying peace , might grow up in the 
| mean time. Bur little Ezg/and [great onely in 
| her miſeries , ſevered by the Sea from other 
' Countreys , and by diviſions parted from her 
ſelf ) is a morſe] which civil War will quickly 
' devour. 3. In Germany commonly they lay in 
| Garriſon in Winter and fought in Summer;we 
read 2 Sam. 6.1. And it came to paſs at the time 
i when Kings 20 forth to battel. This all Com-. 
- ments generally expound of the Spring time 
| Bur alas if we in our woes were Antpodes to all 
others, our miſeries begin when others end, in 
' the winter time. Pray (faith our Saviour) thet 
your flight be not in the winter or on the Sabboth 

| day: winter fights wofull fights, Sabboth Wars 
| forrowfull Wars, and yet ſuch are theſe in our 
: Kingdom. Laſtly, in Germany Papiſts did fight 
againſt Proteſtants, whereas our inteſtine wars, 
 areagainſt thoſe that profeſs the ſame religion. 
30. It hath bcen a great curle of God upon 

- us, to make a conſtant miſunderſtanding be- 
twixt our King & his Parliament;whileft both 
pro- 
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profeſs to level at the ſame end. I cannot |f 
compare their caſe better than to the example | « 
of Reuben and Fadah, Gen. 37. There Renben | c 
deſired and endeavoured to preſerve the life of | t 
his brother Foſeph ; and Fadah delired | 
and endeavoured to preſerve the life of his | [ 
brother Foſeph ; and yer theſe two imbra- {t 
cing different means , did not onely croſs and | n 
thwart, but even ruin and deſtroy the defires | t 
of each other; for Reubex moved and obtained | © 
that Joſeph might not be killed, verſe 22. And | \ 
Reuben ſaid unto them, Shed no bloud , but caſt | 
him into this Pit that ts in the wilderneſs , and | y 
lay no hand upon him; that he mizht rid him out ti 
of their hands.to deliver him ts his father again. | n 
Fuaah allo delired the ſame ; bur being nor | z 
privie to Renbens intents, and to avoid the cru- | e 
eltic of the reſt of his Brethren , propounded | t 
and effected, that Foſeph might be ſold to the | t] 
 Aiaianitiſh Merchants , meerly ſo to preſerve | k, 
his life; and thereby he did unravel all the ; 
web of Reubens deſigns , and fruſtrated his en- | 
deavours, Thus when God will have a people | 
puniſhed for their ſins, he will not onely ſut- | 
fer , but cauſe miſtakes without mending , | 
and miſpriſions without rectifying -,. to 
happen berwixt brethren who really in- | h 
tend the ſame thing ; ſo that they pea the | 

© {ame | 
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| one to another, as either nor, or not right un- 


fame matter in eftect, and yet, be Barbarians 


derſtanding what they ſay each to other. Thus 


: the maintaining of theProteſtantReligis in the 
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puritic thereof ; the vindicating'o! the lawfuls 


| Prerogative of the King ; the aſcertaining of- 


the juſt rights and privitedges of the Parlia- 


| ment ; the defending of the ducs and proper- 


ties of the Subject are pleaded and pretended 
on both ſides,as the ultimate ends they aim at. 
Well, as our Saviour ſaid to the blind man, 
Matth. 9. 29. according to your faith be it unto 


| 904.50, according to the finceritie and integri- 
' tie of their hearts , whom God knows means 
| moſt ſeriouſly, be it unto them ;, we wiſh thens 


% 
| 


good vittorie in the name of the Lord: and yer 
even herein a friendly peace were as much bet- 


| ter than yictorie it ſelf, as the end is better 


than the means ; for, bleſſed are the Peace-ma- 
kers. | 

31 Obje. But may ſome ſay, though we 
do never fo much defire peace, we ſhall not ob» 


tain that bleſſing, which is pronounced in my 
Text; for the Peace-makers are to be bleſſed. 


And it is to be feared ,, that our breaches are 
roo wide to be cured, and Gods juſtice muſt 


| havereparation upon-us.  ... 


32 By Peace-makers , Peace-endeavourers 
I | arc 


>. 
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arc to be underſtood,not onely the effectors of 
Peace,but even the Aﬀectors of Peace ſhall be | 
bleſſed. Rom. 12. 18. If it ve poſsible, as niuch _ 
« in you lyeth, live peaceably with all men.God +: 
out of his goodneſs, meaſures mens reward, |; 
not by their ſucceſs;but defires, 2 Cor. 8. 12. | 
For if there be firſt a willing mind , it # accepted 
according to that a man hath, and not according | 
to that he hath not. 1 

33 And ye Iamnot out of heart, but that 
there is hope of Peace, and that as yet our fins 
are not {well'd ſo high, but that there is mercy | 
with God for our Nation. Firſt, my hope is 
founded on the multitude of good people in 
this land, which afſaulr and batter Heaven with 
the importunitie of their prayers. VVe read 
of Prolomews P hilodelphus, King of Egypt, that 
he cauſed the Bible to be tranſlated by ſeven- 
tie Interpreters, which Seventie were ſeverally 
diſpoſed of in ſeventic ſeveral Cels, unknown 
each to other; and yet they did ſo well agree 
in their ſeveral Tranſlations, that there was no 
conſiderable difference betwixt rhem in ren- | 
dering the Text; an argument that they were 
acted with one and the ſame Spirit. Surely it 
comforts me when I call to minde, what ſhall | 
T ſay, Seventic* nay ſeven times ſeventie , yea 


ſeventſt hundred, yea ſeventie ate 
| . re 
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are peaceable in Iſrael, which on the bended 
knees of their: ſouls , dayly pray -to Gdd for 
Peace. Theſe, though they know not the ta- 
ces,no not the names one of another,nay, have 
neither {cen nor ſhall ſce one another rill they 
meet together in happineſs in Heayenzyet they 
unite their votes, and centre their ſuffrages in 


_ the ſame thing, that God would reſtore Peace 


unto us, whono doubt in his due time will 


hear their prayers. - 


34 The ſecond thing that comforts me , is, 
when I look on Gods procecdings hitherto in 
ourKingdom, his judgements ſeem to be juilge- 
ments rather of expoſtulation than of exterpa- 
tion : we read, Exod. 4. 24. that God being 
angry with Moſes for not circumciſing his ions, 
It came to paſs by theway. in the Inn, that the 
Lord met him, and ſought to kill him. Sought 
to kill him? ſtrange: did God ſeck to kill. him, 
and not kill him £ Speak Lord , ſpeak ro the 
Fire, and it ſhall with laſhes conſume him; to 
the Air , and with peſtilent vapours it ſhall 


choak him; to the Water, and with deluges it 


ſhall over-whelm him; to the Earth, and with 
yawning chops it ſhall devour him. Well, 
the meaning is this , God ſought to kill him, 
that is, in ſome outward viſibe manner where- 
of Moſes ,was apprehenſive , God — 
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his diſpleaſure againſt him, that ſo. Moſes 
mi ight” both have notice and leiſure ro divert 
his" anger, with removing the cauſe thereof. 


He that faith to us, Seck and ye ſhall find, doth 
ſelf ſcek and not find;and good reaſon too, 


r he-ſoug © with an intent not to find. Thus 
I may fay; that for theſe laſt four years, God 


hath Rill ſought to deſtroy the Kingdom of 


England, manifeſting an unwillingneſs to do it, 
if in any reaſonable time we would compound 
with him by ſerious repentance. Thus |the 1o- 
ving father ſhakes the rod over. his wanton 
child, not with an intent to beat him, bur to 
make him beg pardon; and ſuch hitherto hath 
been Gods dealing with our Nation , that he 
even courts and woos us to repentance, as loth 
co puniſh us. if we would underſtand the figns 
of his anger, before it break out upon us. 

35 -Burt if all fail, yer thoſe that are Peace- 
makers in their defires , do etiter a caveat in 
the Court of Heaven, That if Wars do enſue, 
yet for their part they have laboured againſt 
it. If a man ſlain were found in the field ; and 
it not known who ſlew him, God provided 
Deut. 21.7. Thar the Elders of the next Ci- 
tie ſhould waſh their hands in the bloud of an 
Heifer, and ſay, Our hands have not ſhed this 


$loud, neither have our eyes ſeen it, be merciful, 
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O Lord, unto thy people Iſrael whom thou haſt 
redeemed, and lay not innocent bloud unto thy 
people of Tſraels charge, and the bloud ſhall be 


forgiven them. So this one day will be a com- 


fort to the conſciences of godly minded men, 
that they may appeal to the God of Heaven, 
how they have prayed heartily for Peace, have 
petitioned humbly for Peace , have been con- 
rented to pay dearly for Peace , and to their 
powers have endeavoured to refrain them- 
ſelves from fins, the breakers of Peace; and 
therefore they truſt that Chriſtian &7g//h 
Proteſtant bloud, which ſhall be ſhed, which 
hath been and hereafter may be ſhed in theſe 
wofull wars , ſhall never be viliced on their 
ſcore, or Iaid to their charge. 

36 Bur if all fail, and it we mult be 1nvol- 
ved in a final deſolation, then ler us go to the 
Aſſurance Office of our ſouls, and have peace of 
conſcience with God in our Saviour. . It was 
wont to be ſaid, 4 mans houſe is his Caſtle, but 
if this Caſtle of late hath proved unable to lec- 
cure any, let them make rheir conicience their 
caſtle, if beaten from all our parapets and out- 
works, let us retire to this ſtrength for our de. 
fence; it may ſeem, be it ſpoken with all reve- 
rence, a blunt expreſſion of the Holy Spirit, | 
Luke12.4.Be not afraid of them that kill the -h 
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body, that have no more that they can do. Yea, 
bur one may ſay they may kill me with tor- 
ment and with torture, make me drop out my 
lite by degrees;why the total ſome of their ma- 
lice, is but to kill the body,s7 then they have n0 
ore that they can do © but they may forbid my 
body Chriſtian burial ; herein they do not do 
bur {ufer, for the living will be more troubled 
than the dead, if thy Corps be not committed 
to eorth, fo that this in effect is juſt nothing. 
Then ler Drums bear,and Trumpets ſound, 8& 
Banners be dif{plaid;let Swords claſh, and Pikes 
puſh, and ballets fly, and Canons roar ; vvar 
do thy vvorſt, Death do thy vvorſt , Devil do 
thy vvorſt , rhicir Souls ſhall be happy thar 
ſleepin the Lord, for they reſt from their la- 
bours. However, if it be poſſible, and if fo 
oreat mcicie be ſtored up in God for us, vve 
vyould rather have peace in this vyorid ; and 
on the promoters thereof let the bleſſing inthe 

light, and reſt, Bleſſed are the Peare-maker's. 
37- And now as I began with the mention 


of the Faſt, foto conclude with the ſame, let 


us keep this day of humiliation holy to the 
Lord. Some perchance may make this but a 
mock-faſt, and faſt for ſome private and {i- 
neſter encs , but every one that will may make 
ita true faſt to himſelf, therein to be a 

or 
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for the miſerie of Gods Saints. God com- 
plains, Amos the fixth, of the gluttony of the 
' Tſraelites, wherein we finde the compleat Cha- 
rater of an Epicure , making wantons of his 
five Sences, entertaining their eyes witi: bed- 
| fteads of Ivory, verle 4. curious to behold for 
tie milk-whiteneſs thereof, pleaſing their feel- 
| Ing , they ſtretch themſelves on Conches , court- 
| ing their cars, they chant to the Viel. verſe 5. 
- contenting their raſte, and making that ſence 
a Pander both to gluttony and drunkenneſs, 
they eat the fat of Lambs , and drink Wine jn 
bouls, verſe 6. delighting their ſmell , and an- 
| oint themſelves with the chief ointments ; and 
then concludes all with this ſharp cloſe , but 
they are not grieved for the affliction of Joſeph. 
V Vherein the Prophet alludes to the ſtory of 
Foſeph, Geneſ.37.24 who was put into a pit 
| without water (except ſuch as flowed from his 
eyes} vvhere he muſt cither die for want of 


- meat, or die for being meat to vvilde beaſts; 
and yet in the mean time his brethren,though 


| they ſaw the anguiſh of his Soul, Geneſ. 42.21. 
(made viſible and tranſparent through the 


vvindows of his weeping eyes , bended knees, 


| begging tongue , folded hands) did moſt bar- 
barouſly {it down to eat ; I dare boldly ſay they 
ſaid no grace with a good heart , cither beforc 
meat, Or aſter. 38. Juſt 
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38.” Juſt ſuch is the cruelty of many of us, | 
* (vvho profeſs Chriſtianity) to our brethren 
tn the Cotintrey , becauſe as yet the Cirie of 
London is as the Land of Goſhen , being light 
vvhen all the reſt is darkned vvith miſeries, 
they lay not to heart the affliftions of Foſeph, 
which our Countrey-men do ſuffer. VVhere 
is the man thar ſounds a retreat to his Soul | 
vvhehe feels it marching too faſt in mirth,who | 
abates a diſh of his Table our of principles of 
conſcience , though perchance many do out of 
reaſons of thrift; and I am afraid all ſhortly 
muſt do out of neceffity. VVell, if we be not 
the more penitent, it may come to paſs, that 
that ſad dance vvhich hath been led all gver 
. the Kingdom vvill come to us to this Citic at {« 
laſt; and God grant vve pay not the Muſick 
for all the reſt. 
49. Remember 1Uri4h,vvho kept a Camp | 
in the Court,and yvould not enjoy thoſe plea- 
ſures the Marriage-bed reached unto him. 
Think 'of Mepozboſheth, lame bur loyal , vyho | 
vvent not out vvith Dav#d in his perſon , bur | 
attended him vvith his affections , and during 
| the Kings abſence, dreſſed not hu feet, (enough 
to gangrene them) as not caring for his own 
feet , vyhileſt his Sovereigns head vvas in dan- 
ger. Seriouſly confider Nehemiah, wyho ſym- | 
h _ pathized. 


OO POW IE no RAE INSET 0} 


þ <1 


ce 
1 


0 
pf | 


preached on Tnnocents-d 27 
athized vvith the calamitics of Feruſalem, 


which ſadded his countenance even in the pre- 


ſence of the King. Two things onely can make 
a Courtier ſad, ficknels (vyhich cannot be dif- 
{embled) and his Princes diſpleaſure. MNehe- 


| miah had neither of theſe, he vvas in perfe&t 


health, and he ſtood reiZus #n curia , right in 


| his Sovercigns eſteem, as appears, Nehemiah 
|. 2.2. by the Kings favourable and familiar 


queſtioning him , why & thy countenance ſad, 


f ſeeing thou art not ſuck * So then, it vvasno- 


y 
JE 


thing elſe but the impreſſion of the ſuffering of 
Gods Saints, vvhich clouded the brightneſs of 


' his countenance with ſadneſs. And God grant 


e having the ſame cauſe, vve may have the 


ſame compaſſion vvith him. Amer. 
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